ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
owners and their opponents. But the Irish Parliament did more
than that; it affirmed the right of Ireland to trade with the
English colonies, it proclaimed complete toleration for every
sect of Protestantism, and ordered that tithe should be paid to
every religion according to the religion of the owner of the
tithe-paying land. It confiscated the property of absentees,
notably of the London merchants, money-dealers, and corpora-
tions, but it proposed to compensate bonafide purchasers of the
stolen lands out of the property confiscated from those who had
rebelled against James II. Having accomplished this just work
(which, of course, could never stand if another invasion were to
reconquer the country), it dispersed on July 18, 1689.
The Irish War: the Fighting, James's effort in Ireland
was foredoomed. The contingent of trained troops sent by
Louis XIV was wholly insufficient for a decision, not being
intended for more than a diversion; while the rest, the Irish
levies—excellent raw material—were for the most part wholly un-
trained. Armament was almost entirely lacking. Reports have
survived to show that great numbers could only be armed with
staves, and that in many companies only one musket in ten was
serviceable. There was no siege artillery whatever and hardly
any field artillery. Under such conditions an attempt was
strangely made to take the walled town of Deny. Derry had
plenty of guns and a sufficiency of trained men, but it allowed
itself to be besieged because it was the walled town of refuge
into which the Protestants of the North had retired. It was
relieved, and the blockade ended, by the end of July 1689.
Schomberg, who had gone over (as a Protestant) from the
French service to that of William, landed with a force about
half that of James. James awaited him two days' march north
of Dublin. Schomberg did not feel strong enough to attack,
and he waited for the large reinforcements which would come
to him the next season.
The next year William arrived in person, and there was a
total force of 40,000 men, counting the garrisons, at his service;
of whom 36,000 formed his mobile field army. In numbers he
brought to battle 80 per cent, more than James, in trained men
perhaps three times as many; and in artillery 400 per cent, of
James's guns. It is astonishing that under such circumstances he
should have allowed James's army to escape!
James held the defensive line of the Boyne with his grossly
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